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YSB-LPC Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
May 17, 2023 

Voluntown Elementary School 
(Held virtually via Zoom) 

 

 

Members of Voluntown Youth Service Bureau Advisory Board and the Local Prevention Council (LPC): Alcohol, 

Tobacco, and Other Drug Abuse Prevention (ATODA): 
 
Members Present:   

Adam S. Burrows (Superintendent and YSB-LPC Secretary)   
Diana Ingraham (YSB-LPC Chairperson) 

Christopher Wilson (Vice Chair and BOE Member) 

Jo-Anne Weir (VES Teacher) 

Paula Grillo (Business Proprietor) 

Rachel Ricard (Parent) 

Jen Koczan (PTO) 

 

Members Absent:  Autumn Kelly (JHS Student) and Steven Steniger (HS Student) 

 

Also Present: Melinda Bryan (YSB Director), Deborah Walker (Program Coordinator for SERAC), and Dee Dee 

Jackman (YSB Clerk) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Diana Ingraham called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   

 

YSB-LPC ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERSHIP: Jen Koczan expressed interest in becoming a member of this 

Board.  

 

Motion (5/17/23) was made (Grillo/Weir) to approve Jen Koczan as a new YSB-LPC Advisory Board 

Member. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

REVIEW MINUTES: The minutes to the 4/19/23 meeting were provided and accepted as presented. 

 

BUDGET REPORT: Mr. Burrows noted the budget report reflected a balance of $5,612.84.  

 

Motion (5/17/23) was made (Weir/Grillo) to approve the Budget Report as presented. All in favor; motion 

passed. 

 

SERAC: Deborah Walker, Program Coordinator from SERAC, shared information on an upcoming meeting on 6/13/23 

from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at the Plainfield Town Hall with Attorney General Tong. The SERAC website www.seracct.org 

has many resources available for the community to view. 

 

REPORT BY THE YSB DIRECTOR: (Melinda Bryan) 

 

Screen-Free Week:  Held the week of May 8-12, 2023. This event was well attended and a big success. Jo-Anne Weir 

expressed her thanks for this program and stated how nice it is to see so many kids and families participating. Melinda 

thanked Jo-Anne Weir for volunteering her time and also Amy Suffoletto for her support for these programs. 

 

Motion (5/17/23) was made (Wilson/Weir) to Pay Kayla Barber an additional 3 hours and Hailie Davis an 

additional 6 hours for the events during Screen-Free Week. Other staff members that will be paid for their 

time are as follows: Sue Dander (8 hours), Emilee Nelson (2 hours), Penny Dermody (2 hours), Julia Stands 

(2 hours) and Val Lord (2 hours).  All in favor; motion passed. 

 

YSB Annual Award: An annual $100 YSB Award was amended to authorize giving it to one chosen recipient or divided 

amongst two recipients (as done in the past) as determined by the YSB Director.  

 

Motion (5/17/23) was made (Grillo/Wilson) to approve distributing this year’s $100 YSB Award to one 

recipient chosen by the YSB Director. All in favor; motion passed. 

http://www.seracct.org/
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Melinda announced upcoming programs are the Fishing Charter and the 8
th

 Grade Bowling trip. 

 

DCF PRIORITIES and/or COMMUNICATIONS: None received. 

 

JUVENILE REVIEW BOARD: Mr. Burrows stated that this Board is available to serve, if needed. All procedures and 

policies will be followed. 

 

22-23 YSB/LPC BOARD SELF EVALUATION: A 2
nd

 draft of the YSB/LPC Board Self-Evaluation was provided. 

Updates and edits can be submitted before final approval at the next meeting. 

 

YSB/LPC 23-24 BUDGET PROPOSAL: Mr. Burrows noted that there will be a Town Meeting on 5/30/23 in the VES 

gym to vote on the Town and School proposed budgets for 23-24. Included in both the Town and School budgets is 

$7,000 each towards YSB programs, which will assist in a $14,000 matching state grant. 

 

22-23 EVALUATION of the YSB/LPC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Reviewed by the YSB/LPC Secretary/School 

Superintendent and the YSB/LPC Chair.  

 

 23-24 YSB/LPC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CONTRACT: 

 

Motion (5/17/23) was made (Wilson/Grillo) to approve the 23-24 YSB/LPC Executive Director’s contract 

with an hourly rate increase. All in favor; motion passed. 

 

OTHER:  

 

Agenda Items will include the following: Election of Officers; 23-24 YSB/LPC Meeting Schedule; Student 

Representatives for 23-24; Approve Minutes; Budget Report; YSB Director’s Report; and JRB 

Next Regular Virtual Meeting: Wednesday, June 21, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Dee Dee Jackman (YSB-LPC Clerk) and Adam S. Burrows (Superintendent and YSB-LPC Secretary)  


